This history was produced by a group of authors under the leadership of Rolf Badstuebner for use in universities and other institutions of higher education.
It contains 61 photographs of Germany since WWII, six maps and several statistical tables. History is a very serious matter in the GDR and each published history is an officially approved one. The appearance of a history for students requires that the authors pay careful attention to a sound Marxist-Leninist understanding of history,, and the introduction assures us that this has been done. The history of the GDR is called "a history of revolutionary transformations and penetrating changes" (p. 11) conducted by the working class led by its Marxist-Leninist party. This history relates a "process" at work that produced the nation of the GDR, the "socialist German state", which embodies the "greatest achievements of German history". This work is divided into fifteen chapters, covering between 1 and 5 years each and ends with the IX. Party Congress of 1975. The first four chapters deal with efforts between 1945 and 1949 to destroy the remnants of fascism and to direct democratic changes that would prevent the restoration of those institutions and forces that permitted the rise of Hitler.
As well, the early period is described as one in which the Soviets and East Germans fought against the West's divisive plans for Germany. Little new is found in these chapters. For the era 1949-1961, five chapters afe used by Badstuebner and his associates to analyze the creation of the GDR and its political institutions and the changes attendant to the creation of socialism in a planned economy. These developments are parallelled by a foreign policy which consisted of opposition to the remil" itarization of West Germany and its integration into West European communities. Once this remilitarization occurred, the GDR entered into equivalent arrangements in Eastern Europe and exchanged the previous policy in support of reunification of the two Germanies for a policy that called for recognition of the new realities.
This important phase in the GDR's history is concluded with the erection of the Berlin Wall on August 13, 1961, which is credited with "saving the peace in Europe" (p. 228). The Wall is described as a defensive measure necessitated by West German government attempts to provoke an incident and invade the GDR under the guise of an "inner-German police action". This is not untypical of the harsh treatment of the Federal Republic of Germany throughout this history.
Nothing is said of the tremendous pressures created by the recent collectivization of agriculture; rather the GDR historians concentrate on the "economic war" against the GDR which included sabotage and West German failure to deliver exports previously agreed upon. The Wall gave the GDR security and destroyed the West's hopes for a "roll back" policy.
With the security of the Wall, the GDR's road to "developed socialism" is traced in the final six chapters of this history.
"Socialist Germany" becomes a reality and the "diplomatic blockade of the imperialists" is broken as the GDR assumes its rightful place in the circle of nations and is recognized in the early 1970's. Western historians will not agree with most of this work's interpretations of important events in post-war German history, whether they concern Western intentions, the revolts of June 17, 1953, the creation of the Wall, or economic development. This study is not uncritical of problems in the GDR; "distortions" are discussed candidly. This book is most valuable as a succinct, well-illustrated history of the GDR until 1975. As is the case with other histories published in the GDR, it is important for understanding the official guidelines which are followed in interpreting historical events and developments within the GDR.
